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Dear Friends 

Hello. Let me start with what God has been teaching me over the last few weeks. As you know from 

my last prayer letter the last few months have been pretty rough for me and it’s only getting better 

slowly. There is a battle raging inside of me about the point of me being here, whether it’s 

worthwhile and other things... but I think I’m slowly beginning to see what God has been teaching 

me: “His [God’s] pleasure is not in the strength of a horse, nor his delight in the legs of a man; the 

Lord delights in those who fear him, who put their hope in his unfailing love.” Psalm 147:10-11. It 

is humbling really because I think I’m normally a self confident person, who’ll ‘have a go’.  Maybe in 

my pride and arrogance I came out to PNG last year thinking I had something to offer God by 

coming, making a contribution. But really what counts is fearing God and putting our hope in him 

and our obedience to him is most important. I missed church on Sunday cos ‘I didn’t feel like it’ (bad 

excuse I know!) and anyway, I listened to a John Piper sermon my brother had sent me: “Girding 

your mind to guard the hope”, based on 1 Peter 1:13 (it’s on the Desiring God website available for 

free download if anyone’s interested in listening to it.) It was so encouraging and challenging too. 

What is our hope in? All the previous verses of that chapter: God’s grace and initiative in saving, 

redeeming, sanctifying, keeping an inheritance for us and even, vv10-13, getting angels excited 

about what he’s doing in our lives. We should place our hope in God and his work of grace in our 

lives. But does that mean we are to be passive, wait for hope to develop? No, we are to guard our 

minds and be spiritually sober, not doing seemingly harmless things that lessen our love for God. We 

are to take every thought captive (2 Cor 10:3) and remind ourselves of gospel truths. I’m not 

meaning to preach but I want to share with you what has been the most significant thing I’ve learnt 

the past few weeks! It’s a daily battle though. I need your prayers to help me to ‘take every thought 

captive in obedience to Christ’. 

Last few weeks: 

 I had a great break in Sydney. It was nice to be in a 

society where I knew how things functioned and where I 

could blend into the background a bit and spend time 

with some friends from home that were travelling there. 

I spent Christmas at Ukarumpa (the national mission 

base) and kept some Christmas traditions (like making my 

first Christmas cake) as well as experiencing some new 

ones. It was strange for it to be hot and sunny at 

Christmas time, but I quite enjoyed it even though I was sad not to be able to go out and play in the 

snow in Leeds! Now it’s just become the year 2010 (shouldn’t we be living in space by now?!) Happy 

New Year! 

Me in Sydney 



The next few weeks: 

The second week in January I will be helping at a 

children’s outreach (or children’s mission) here in 

the valley around Ukarumpa. I am a group leader:  

prayer as I talk with my group of kids about the 

bible story will be appreciated, especially as it’ll all 

be in Tok Pisin. Then I will be travelling down to 

Madang on Jan 18th. It was decided through talking 

with several different people here in Wycliffe PNG 

that it wouldn’t be wise for me to return to the 

village situation in the immediate future.  And I 

have enough data to be working on for now. There 

was also a need for a teacher at the orientation course in Madang (the one I went through this time 

last year) so I will be there for a few months (note change of address below). Hopefully this will be 

good for me too because I love teaching and it will be nice to do something I feel a little more useful 

in and where I can keep active. Also I have a burden to do what I can to help the children I’ll be 

teaching in their relationship with God. The orientation course in Madang is for new people to the 

country and often it’s not been the children’s choice to come here, they come because their parents 

have felt called. I’m really looking forward to it. I’ll be back in Ukarumpa sometime around April 

when I will continue to analyse my linguistics data I collected from the village and maybe help on 

one of the courses held here to train nationals in bible translation. I’m currently planning to head 

back to the UK at the end of June/beginning of July. 

Give thanks to God for: 

A good, restful time in Australia. 

The way God worked out the next few 

months. 

Friends God has placed in my life, especially 

over the last few weeks. 

 

Pray for: 

Travelling down to Madang. 

The children’s outreach next week. 

Greater desire to read God’s word. 

The children I’ll be teaching at the orientation 

course.

Stay in touch, I love hearing from you. Please keep speaking God’s truth into my life – I need 

reminding daily! 

With love, Helen 

NB:   Jan-Mar send post to Helen Robertson, SIL POC, PO Box 872, Madang 511, Papua New Guinea. 

Helen Robertson,  PO Box 135, Ukarumpa, East Highlands Province 444, Papua New Guinea 

EMAIL helensr@gmail.com             PHONE 00675 71956949  

If you feel God is leading you to partner with me in bringing God’s Word to the people of PNG by contributing financially, please contact me for details of how 

to do so or see the Wycliffe website. No members of Wycliffe are paid and they must raise their own support.  Also, if you would prefer to receive my prayer 

letter by mail, by email, or if you would rather not be on my mailing list, don’t hesitate to let me know. 
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